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MOISTURE RESISTANT SUBSTRATES

Moisture-resistant gypsum varies tremendously. While some of these new surfaces allow moisture to penetrate, 
others retard or totally prevent penetration of water or solvent. Testing by Crane Composites indicated that when 
water based or solvent based FRP adhesives are used in conjunction with moisture resistant gypsum the adhesive’s 
ability to cure is severely compromised in the crucial first 24 hours of installation and the potential for a successful 
installation is greatly diminished. Franklin International and the construction trade are becoming exposed to an 
increasingly large number of new types of moisture resistant gypsum from the drywall industry. Given these two 
facts, it is recommended that Franklin International’s Technical Support Department be consulted prior to any FRP 
installation over wall substrates other than standard gypsum.

Standard gypsum is Crane Composites preferred substrate choice when installing FRP wall panels. FRP offers 
resistance to mold, mildew, and bacteria growth and has a high impact strength, high moisture resistance, chemical 
resistance and stain resistance.

A moisture resistant substrate may not be necessary when an FRP finish is specified. However, should a moisture 
resistant gypsum be required please contact either Franklin or another adhesive supplier to review the proposed 
substrate and obtain a recommendation on appropriate adhesive for that type of substrate surface prior to 
installation.

CRANE COMPOSITES WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR FAILED INSTALLATIONS  

DUE TO LACK OF BOND STRENGTH BETWEEN THE ADHESIVE AND THE SUBSTRATE.

PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT:
Crane Composites Customer Care | 1.800.435.0080 | salesbp@cranecomposites.com or

Franklin Technical Support | 1.800.347.4583 | DaleZimmerman@FranklinInternational.com

We believe all information given is accurate, without guarantee. Since conditions of use are beyond our control, all risks are assumed by the user. Nothing herein shall be construed as a recommendation for 
uses which infringe on valid patents or as extending a license under valid patents. www.astm.org/Standards/E84.htm.

A global leading provider of resilient wall and ceiling coverings.  Kemlite® was established in 1954 and the company changed names to Crane Composites in 2007.  Crane Composites is headquartered in 
Channahon, IL and all our products are manufactured in the United States. We work with hundreds of distributors, ensuring our products are easily accessible and readily available to our customers. 

The following are trademarks of Crane Composites, Inc. or a related company: Glasbord, Kemlite, Kemply, Surfaseal, Sanigrid, Silhouette Trims and Varietex
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