
Crane Composites Engineered Solutions panels have been painted successfully with many types of paints and for 
a wide variety of purposes. Painting Crane Composites Engineered Solutions panels can change their color, reduce 
transmissivity of light and of total solar energy or renew a weathered surface.

The following information is presented only as a guide. Users are cautioned to pre-test paints and application 
procedures to determine suitability.

TRANSLUCENT PANELS
The main purpose in painting translucent panels is to affect solar transmissivity, reducing brightness and/or solar heat 
gain. Where the main concern is restoration of weathered surfaces, the use of a refinisher is recommended. In painting 
translucent Crane Composites panels, it is important to bear in mind that uneven paint application will produce a 
streaked, blotchy appearance.

OPAQUE PANELS 
As with any opaque surface, painting must be complete and even to assure uniform appearance.

PAINTING NEW PANELS
Crane Composites Engineered Solutions panels have clean, hard, glossy surfaces, which can accept most common 
types of paints without prior preparation. However, when paint manufacturers recommend use of a primer, those 
instructions should be followed.  Unlike some molded plastic parts, Crane Composites panels do not have mold release 
agents on their surfaces. Their glossy appearance is achieved by another method (release film), which leaves no residue.

PAINTING WEATHERED PANELS
Prior to painting, all exposed glass fibers and embedded dirt must be removed, using water and non-corrosive cleaning 
compounds, applied with a stiff bristle brush or steel wool. Rinse panels thoroughly and allow to completely dry. Follow 
with application of paint or refinisher to seal panel surface.

APPLICATION METHODS
Depending on the type of paint to be used, any of the common paint application methods will yield good results.  Paint 
sprayers, rollers and brushes have all been used successfully. Spraying is often the most efficient method and typically 
provides a more uniform coating.

SUGGESTED TYPES OF PAINTS
Acrylic latex-based and vinyl latex-based paints are widely available and both adhere well to Crane Composites 
Engineered Solutions panels. Where longer service life is required and additional costs are justified, acrylic-modified 
polyurethane coatings should be considered.

PAINTING AND FLAMMABILITY (FLAMESPREAD) RATINGS)
Crane Composites Engineered Solutions fire-retardant panels, when used to meet flammability and/or flamespread 
ratings required by building codes, especially in interior finish applications, may undergo a change in those ratings when 
one or more coats of paint are applied. Users should consult regulatory authorities in such situations.  

NOTE: FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE RECOMMENDED PAINTING PROCEDURES WILL VOID THE PANEL WARRANTY.
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We believe all information given is accurate, without guarantee. Since conditions of use are beyond our control, all risks are assumed by the user. Nothing herein shall be construed as a recommendation for 
uses which infringe on valid patents or as extending a license under valid patents. See our most current SDS at cranecomposites.com/sds.html prior to working with our products.

A global leading provider of resilient wall and ceiling coverings.  Kemlite® was established in 1954 and the company changed names to Crane Composites in 2007.  Crane Composites is headquartered in 
Channahon, IL and all our products are manufactured in the United States. We work with hundreds of distributors, ensuring our products are easily accessible and readily available to our customers. 

The following are trademarks of Crane Composites, Inc. or a related company: SunStrong, Duralite, IsoTuff, Weatherglaze, Super 600, Crystalite, Glasbord, Kemlite, Surfaseal, Sequentia and Varietex


